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and six battalions of Native Infantry were put in
motion, and after one action at Salika on the 6th of
February, 1866, the Bhootanese finally submitted.
The guns were given up and a treaty signed by the
Deb and Dharm Rajas agreeing to all our terms, which
included the final annexation of the Bengal Dooars
and the cessation of all revenue hitherto received
by Bhootan for the Assam Dooars. The end of
this war saw the Bhootan Durbar finally deprived
for good and all of the Dooars and lands they had
held below the hills, and the allowances hitherto
paid to the Durbar on account of the Assam Dooars
and Fallacotta were, of course, stopped. Later, how-
ever, Government reconsidered the matter of allow-
ances on its being known that the Bhootan aristo-
cracy drew all their revenue from these plains' lands.
It was rightly surmised that entire deprivation of
such revenues would only produce a discontented,
turbulent set of neighbours along our border ; so
in spite of all provocation the British Government
arranged that a sum of Rs. 25,000, in which the
Assam Dooars' allowance was merged, should be
paid annually, and the boundary line from the Manas
river on the west to the Deosham river on the east
was definitely laid down, and a military post estab-
lished in the hills at Buxa ; after which our frontier
relations with these people became extremely simple.
With regard to direct trade between Assam and
Thibet which formerly existed, Hamilton states that
Lhassa used to send an annual caravan of silver
and rock salt to a place called " Chouna," two
months' march from the capital, where for long a
mart had been established close to the border of